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Mr. President, 
Honourable Parliamentarians, 
Delegates, 
Ladies and Gentleman.

Let me repeat what I said earlier; it is truly an honour and pleasure for us to here as part of this very important AIPA assembly. 

I would again like to thank our hosts and the people of  Lombok for their warm and friendly hospitality. We in Canada, always need to learn from the warm Southeast-Asian hospitality. 

Canada attaches great importance to parliamentary cooperation in its international relations. We have a well-established system of parliamentary associations and inter-parliamentary groups and we greatly value our participation as an observer in the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly.

Although we are an observer country, we do not consider that the value of our participation in the forum is in any way diminished by this role. As an observer, Canada acquires valuable knowledge of the region, and in turn, Canada shares its experiences on issues of common interest.

My colleagues and I look forward to the opportunities to meet with our parliamentary counterparts from Southeast Asia. With these annual meetings, were are presented with a unique forum for keeping abreast of events in the region and maintaining personal contacts with our parliamentary colleagues from the region. The relationship that we develop through these contacts is critical to maintaining healthy relations between our countries.

Parliamentary visits have a crucial role to play in encouraging cooperation between our countries. Meeting our counterparts from other countries plays an on-going part in the work of Canadian parliamentarians to understand issues and influence government policy. They enable us to play a critical role that complements and enhances diplomatic initiatives undertaken by our government, and strengthen our ties to the region.

The Southeast Asian region is becoming increasingly more important to Canada. In addition to being a growing source of immigration to Canada, the region has also become a leading trading partner.
The ASEAN region was Canada’s top source of new permanent residents in 2010.

• Over 43,000 originated in ASEAN countries that year--twice as many as in 2005

• Over 8,200 students from ASEAN studied in Canada in 2010, up by 21% since 2005

• There were nearly 50,000 foreign workers from ASEAN countries in Canada in 2010 that’s nearly 18% of the total number of all foreign workers in Canada

• By 2015, the ASEAN economies will become a single market and production base.

• ASEAN has a combined population of 600 million people.

• Its membership forms the third-largest economy in Asia, after China and Japan.

• In 1977, ASEAN and Canada established a dialogue relationship.

• Canada is presently ASEAN’s ninth-largest investor ($1.6-billion) and 13th-largest trading partner ($9.8-billion in 2010).

• The Canadian International Development Research Centre is funding the ASEAN-Canada Regional Research Program, in which many scholars from each side are engaged in mapping out fields of shared interest.

Canada has been delivering aid and technical expertise in partnership with ASEAN members for more than half a century. In 2009-2010 the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) contributed $144 million to development assistance projects and initiatives in countries of the Southeast Asian region, including ASEAN member states.

This increased exchange of people, goods, and services between Canada and the countries of Southeast Asia has led to increased cooperation in a whole range of areas.

We continue to work collaboratively in areas of common interest including the areas that have been the focus of the dialogue sessions at this gathering.

As parliamentarians, we continue to play key roles in advancing these common interests domestically and in international forums. Through parliamentary forums such as this one we gain first-hand knowledge of the challenges faced by our respective countries in these areas, and, as parliamentarians who are directly connected to the individuals affected by these challenges, we are uniquely positioned to propose solutions to these challenges.

It has been and continues to be a pleasure to participate in this forum and my colleagues and I look forward to future collaborative endeavours.

Thank you.
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